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Apache's RLX 250 used to be its top se_llmg qua
Tlfen the 320 came along — and killed it stone dead.
But how good a quad does £2625 really get you?

Words Alan Kidd Pictures Steve Taylor

we presented an exclusive Tirst test of Apache’s
thrilling new RLX 450 AX Sport, a lightning-
quick performance quad that offers about as
much fun for your money as the human body
can bear, This has since proved an mstant
success for the company, but despite moving
them on as fast as it can get
the LIK importer's top sales performer still
cames fram further down the Apache range

Mot much further down, admittedly. While
the 450 was in the later stages of
development, Apache’s long-time best-seller
was the RLX 250 = but then, last year, this was
killed stone dead. It's still available, but
El'i.':.Ul'Li'f'I-:'J to-the campany it has recened 'not
a smff n four months:’

Why? Because the buyers who would
previously have queusd up for it are p
falling over themselves for the quad whic

all intents and purg

m, D
PO5Es, has replaced it as the
vel adult unit in the Apache range. The
RLX 320 Sport combines the same basic body
and frame as the 450 with the drivetrain from
the 320 Uility featured in our July issue. Its a
pure, simple leisure guad with no pretence at

entry-le

being anything else. Its road-legal as standard,
and it costs £2625. Can you see yet why it's
the company’s best-seller?

The-fact that the 320 is based on the same
frame as the 450 should fill you with
confidence, because that means its over-
engineened in the strength department. If a
chassis can cope with the extra stresses of a

full-house sports drivetrain, the reasoning qoes,

its fair to assume that a smaller engine driving
throwigh a CVT auto box shouldn't pose any
problems for it, And while this is the sort of
iogic that can get you into a whole ot of
trouble, Apache’s general quality standards
suggest that it's a safer bet heére than some;

Taiwan-based manufacturer Access Motor is in
awhole different ball park to some of the
ather Far Eastern factones supplying quads to
the UK market, and without pretending to be
in any way qualified in the field of metallurgy,
the neatness of the welds around the chassis
and transmission s absolutely beautiful

ts hands on them,

The LK importer told us that Access Motor
makes the RLX 320 exclusively for the Apache
brand under a licensing agreement which
prevents it from being sold as anything else
The Taiwanese manufacturer even makes jts
own engine, a 289¢cc unit which, its candid
enough to admit, is a copy of a Kymca onginal

As we've mentioned, the liguid-cooled four-
stroke single drives through a CVT auto box
whose job here is to make life as easy and
uncomplicated as possible for the rider. This
feeds out wia a chain to & live rear axle, and
thence 1o a set of Kenda Klaw XCRs mountad
on standard-fit alloy wheels.

As is Usual on a bike of this nature, the back
axle rides on a single coil-over shock and is
checked by an inboard rear disc located to tha
left of a wide longitudinally mounted traifing
swing arm. This carries a broad protector plate
for the disc, chain and sprocket, it's a tough,
heavy-duty affair, though being plastic rathet
than alloy there's only a limit to what it can
shrug off, so it should by no means be seen as
a licence to wreak abuse Upon the bike

Al the fromt, dual independent wishbones
support the bike on progresswve rate spnngs and
standard-fit oll-filled shocks Mounted to the
lorver of the two wishbones, thess are
upgradeable to remote-reservolr gas units for
around £175. Theres a disg lirake at each wheel,
and between them you'll spot a modest little
nudge bar extending forward from the frame.

It's nat this that gives the' bike i1s looks;
however, but a sharply styled body which
comes as standard in what Apache rather
bravely calls Ferran Red. Diamond Black
Metallic i also available as a £399 option, or
for another hundred on top of that you can
choose a range of special colours including a
lurd green hue or even, if you're feeling really
feolhardy, shocking pink. As it 15, the standard
red locks pretty strong, with a deep black
headlamp shroud and race-inspired graphics
giving it a funky two-tone effect

Theras also the seat, of course, which
carries Apache’s own logo - something not
every UK importer bothers with. The company
sdys it's shaped to'encourage you to use your
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1/ Front suspension
is independent, using
unequal-length
double wishbones

2/ Oil-filled shocks
are standard, with
gas-charged bypass
units an option

3/ Footbrake pedal
is well out of the
way, helping avoid
accidental operation

4/ 289¢c engine is
mated to a CVT
transmission with
dual-range gears
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DIGITAL DISPLAY is reasonably
clear to read and lends an

uncluttered feel
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LEVER-OPERATED mechanical
handbrake is easier than most
to operate
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alongside a ¢ :

steering lock ar rated

mechanical nandbrak well of course

as all the s

road-legal

There’s ; /e'd e optional g
sharpen this up still further. Having said
that, for a gentler form of off-road
still pretty 2 gt green laning sp
gh the idle on our tester was set

REAR SWING ARM is
suspended longitudinally using
a single coil-over
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B WO : 5 DS low box meant
dard unl J the seat Y t to tackle rough ground with The
and trying 1o showve e C Y ugh as you
underneath it; th 1 g5 ace  r yetter at speed on raugh
beneath it is meant for, /er, and given 5 er extreme terrain, It
sit there and be {1 ar xle twisters we
ldn‘t have much
f you're
er the long term. A
foresee the need
is to spend the comfortable
35kg rear carry firmer than
as tested | fou yself standing up mone :
ou don’t want for contral, B &5 tastes get
but unles | jht be rather bumpy on ted; in the
much exclu ) Ineye | g and can meantime, though, it'
recommend th . 0 h confidence from r at'll put a
i5 just fime. It takes its place on the ba the word go. ar a5 we can
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BASIC ALLOY NERF BARS
with safety nets and integral
grips are standard
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